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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 
Be it ordained and enacted by the Mayor and Council of the City of Groton, State of Connecticut as follows: 
 
Section 1.1 
 
This Ordinance establishes the regulations concerning the parking of vehicles in the City of Groton and the 
enforcement thereof. The policy of this ordinance is to provide parking for the convenience, comfort and 
welfare of people who live, work and otherwise travel in and to City, to permit traffic safety and efficiency 
while minimizing or reducing traffic congestion, pollution and nuisance arising out of the unregulated parking 
of vehicles. 
 
Section 1.2 
 
This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the City's general power so to do; in particular, Sections 7-148(b)(i) and 
7-152b of the Connecticut General Statutes.  The Mayor of the City shall constitute the Traffic Authority of the 
City as defined in Section 14-297(6) of the Connecticut General Statutes and shall be vested with the full power 
and authority granted such Traffic Authority pursuant to Chapter 249 of the Connecticut General Statutes as 
such may from time to time be amended. 
 
Section 1.3 
 
Pursuant to Section 7-152b of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Mayor of the City of Groton is hereby 
authorized to appoint one or more parking violation hearing officers to conduct hearings as authorized 
hereunder and under the statute.  One such hearing officer shall be designated as chief hearing officer.  No such 
hearing officer shall be a police officer, a person working in a police department or a person authorized to issue 
parking tickets, but any other municipal employee may be appointed a parking violation hearing officer in 
addition to his or her other duties.  No such hearing officer or person working under the direction of such 
hearing officer may otherwise directly or indirectly engage in the private business of collecting the fines, 
assessments or judgments imposed hereunder.  
 
Section 2.1 
 
Whenever in this Ordinance the following terms are used, they shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to 
them as follows: 
 

(a) Alley:  A public way within a block, generally giving access to the rear of lots or buildings, and not 
used for general traffic circulation. 
 

(b) Concession Parking Space: A parking space that is posted and marked as appropriate for the 
parking of a vehicle from which retail sales of food and/or beverages are conducted. 
 

(c) Crosswalk:  That portion of the roadway included within the prolongation of the sidewalk lines at 
street intersections. 
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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 

(d) Curb:  The lateral boundary of the roadway whether such curb is marked by curbing construction, 
or not so marked. 
 

(e) Curb Side Parking Space: The distance of twenty (20) linear feet of curb, exclusive of the portions 
of the curb where parking is not permitted pursuant to this Ordinance. 
 

(f) Driver: Every person who drives or is in actual physical control of the vehicle. 
 

(g) Emergency Vehicles:  Police vehicles, vehicles of the fire department, ambulances, vehicles 
carrying a state, county or municipal officer or employee in response to an emergency call, and emergency 
vehicles of public service corporations on an emergency call. 
 

(h) Handicapped Person: Any person who is deemed handicapped for purposes of Section 14-253a of 
the Connecticut General Statutes. 
 

(i) Intersection: The area embraced within the prolongation of the property lines of two or more streets 
which join at an angle whether or not such streets cross. 
 

(j) Loading Zone: The space adjacent to a curb posted as reserved for the exclusive use of a vehicle 
during the loading or unloading of passengers or materials. 
 

(k) Park: To stand a vehicle whether occupied or not, for a period of time greater than is reasonably 
necessary for the actual loading and unloading. 
 

(l) Parking Space: A permanently surfaced area of not less than one hundred eighty (180) square feet 
(16.74 sq. meters), either within a structure or in the open, excluding driveways or access drives, posted and 
marked available for the parking of a vehicle. 
 

(m) Passenger Loading Zone: The space adjacent to a curb posted as reserved for the exclusive use of 
vehicles during the loading or unloading of passengers. 
 

(n) Property Line: The line marking the boundary between any street and the lot or property abutting 
thereon. 
 

(o) Safety Zone: That portion of a roadway posted as reserved for the exclusive use of pedestrians, 
suitably marked or elevated, as provided for in Section 14-304 of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
 

(p) Sidewalk: That portion of a street between the curb line or roadway and the adjacent property line 
designated for pedestrian use. 
 

(q) Street: The entire width between property lines or every way or place of whatever nature when any 
part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right, or the purpose of vehicular traffic. 
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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 

(r) Traffic:  Pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles and other conveyances whether single or 
together while using any street for the purpose of travel. 
 

(s) Vehicle: Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be transported or 
drawn upon a street except devices moving by human power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks. 

  
Section 2.2 
 
Pursuant to Section 14-307 of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Mayor of the City as Traffic Authority shall 
have the power to prohibit, limit or restrict the parking of vehicles and to erect and maintain signs designating 
the time or terms of such prohibition or restriction on any highway or thoroughfare coming under the 
jurisdiction of the City of Groton. 
 
Section 2.3 

 
Members of the police department, and special police assigned to traffic duty, are hereby authorized to direct all 
traffic in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance and the statutes of the State of Connecticut, or in 
emergencies as public safety or convenience may require, and it shall be unlawful for any person to fail or 
refuse to comply with any lawful order, signal or direction of a policeman. Except in case of emergency it shall 
be unlawful for any person not authorized by law to direct or attempt to direct traffic. 
 
Section 2.4 
 
The fire department officer in command, or any fireman designated by him, may exercise the powers and 
authority of a policeman in directing traffic at the scene of any fire or where the fire department has responded 
to an emergency call for so long as fire department equipment is on the scene in the absence of or in assisting 
the police. 
 
Section 2.5 
 
It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle to disobey the instructions of any traffic sign or signal placed 
in view by the parking authority or in accordance with the laws of the State of Connecticut, except as provided 
in Sections 2.2 and 2.4 above. 
 
Section 2.6 
 
The traffic authority may from time to time as the need arises make temporary rules for the regulation of the 
parking of vehicles in the City of Groton and the violation of such temporary rules shall be a violation of this 
Ordinance. 
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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 
Section 3.1 
 
At any time it shall be unlawful to permit any vehicle to park or stand in any of the following places, except 
when necessary to avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a policeman or traffic 
control device: 
 

(a) In any intersection. 
 

(b) In a crosswalk. 
 

(c) In a safety zone. 
 

(d) Upon any bridge or viaduct or the approach thereto. 
 

(e) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within thirty feet (30’) of a point of the curb 
immediately opposite the end of a safety zone. 
 

(f) Within thirty feet (30’) of a traffic signal, beacon, or sign on the approaching side. 
 

(g) Within twenty-five feet (25’) of any intersection or crosswalk. 
 

(h) At any place where the standing of a vehicle will reduce the use of a width of the roadway for moving 
traffic to less than eighteen feet (18’). 
 

(i) Within fifteen feet (15’) of a fire hydrant. 
 

(j) At any place where the vehicle would block the use of a driveway. 
 

(k) Within fifty feet (50’) of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing. 
 

(l) Within twenty feet (20’) of the driveway entrance to any fire department station and on the side of the 
street opposite the entrance to any such station or within seventy-five feet (75’) of such entrance when properly 
posted. 
 

(m) On any sidewalk or parkway. 
 

(n) At any place where official signs prohibit parking. 
 

(o) In any parking space designated for the use of handicapped persons if the vehicle and the person 
operating the vehicle do not comply with the provisions of Section 14-253a of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 
Section 3.2 
 
No vehicle shall be parked with the left side of such vehicle next to the curb, except on one way streets, and it 
shall be unlawful to stand or park any vehicle in a street other than:  (a) parallel with the curb; (b) with the two 
curbside wheels of the vehicle within twelve inches (12”) of the regularly established curb lines; and (c) within 
the lines demarcating a curbside parking space if so marked; except that upon those streets that have been 
marked for angle parking, vehicles shall be parked at the angle to the curb indicated by such marks. 
 
Section 3.3 
 
It shall be unlawful for the driver of a passenger vehicle to park in a passenger loading zone for a period of time 
longer than is necessary for the loading or unloading of passengers, not to exceed three (3) minutes. 
  
Section 3.4 
 
It shall be unlawful for the driver of any freight carrying vehicle to park in a loading zone for a period of time 
longer than is necessary to load, unload and deliver materials, not to exceed thirty (30) minutes. 
 
Section 3.5 
 
No person shall park a vehicle within an alley in such a manner or under such conditions as to leave available 
less than ten feet (10’) of the roadway for the free movement of vehicular traffic, and no person shall stop, 
stand, or park a vehicle within an alley in such a position as to block the driveway entrance to any abutting 
property. 
 
Section 3.6 
 
It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle from which the retail sale of food and/or beverages is made, to 
park said vehicle on any street in other than a Concession Parking Space for the purpose of conducting such 
retail trade. 
 
Section 3.7 
 
Except on Sundays or holidays, it shall be unlawful to park any vehicle between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. for a longer consecutive period of time then that designated. 
 
Section 3.8 
 
It shall be unlawful to park any vehicle on any private property without the consent of the owner of the 
property. 
 
Section 3.9 
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The parking authority shall cause signs to be posted in all areas where parking is limited, restricted or 
prohibited, indicating such limitations, restrictions or prohibitions. 

REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 
Section 4.1 
 
Any person, firm or corporation violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be fined in accordance with 
Section 4.3 following.  A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a 
violation occurs or continues unless the violation involves a posted time limit, then in such event, a separate 
offense shall be deemed committed for each multiple of time so posted during which said violation continues.  
The fact that an automobile, which is illegally parked, is registered in the name of a person shall be considered 
prima facie proof that such person was in control of the automobile at the time of such parking except to the 
extent the liability of a lessee under Section 14-107 of the Connecticut General Statutes shall apply. 
 
Section 4.2 
 
Any police officer or traffic safety assistant may attach to any vehicle found in violation of this parking 
Ordinance, a notice to the owner or operator that such a vehicle has been parked in violation of law, which 
notice shall indicate the nature of the violation and instruct such owner or operator to pay the penalty for such 
violation at the City of Groton Police Headquarters in person or by mailing such notice of violation, with the 
amount of the penalty, to the Traffic Division of the City of Groton Police Department. 
 
Section 4.3 
 
The penalty to be paid pursuant to Sections 4.1 and 4.2 above for the violation of any provision of this 
Ordinance shall be the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) per violation, provided however, that such payment is 
received by the specified City authority no later than seventy-two (72) hours from the time and date of the 
violation as specified in said notice.  If such payment is not received within such seventy-two (72) hour period 
shall operate to increase such penalty to the sum of fifteen dollars ($15.00) per violation. 
 
Section 4.4 
 
Any motor vehicle found parked in violation of any state statute, or City of Groton ordinance, shall be towed, if 
such vehicle has previously been issued, six or more City of Groton parking tickets, which have not been paid. 
 
The vehicle shall be towed under the direction of a member of the City of Groton police department, to a public 
garage in the City of Groton, or if this is not possible, to the nearest public garage. 
 
Before the vehicle is released to the owner, towing and storage charges shall be paid, and all parking tickets 
owed to the City of Groton police department shall be paid. 
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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 
Section 5.1 
 
Within twelve (12) months after the expiration of the final period for the uncontested payment of fines, 
penalties, costs, or fees for any alleged violation of any parking ordinance duly adopted by the City of Groton,  
pursuant to the General Statutes, the Traffic Sergeant or police officer in charge of traffic enforcement, shall 
send notice to the motor vehicle operator, if known, or the registered owner of the vehicle, by first class mail, at 
his address, according to the registration records of the State of Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles. 
Such notice shall inform the operator or owner: (a) of the allegation against him and the amount of the fines, 
penalties, costs or fees due; (b) that he may contest his liability before a parking violations hearing officer by 
delivering in person or by mail written notice within ten days of the date thereof, (c) that if he does not demand 
such a hearing an assessment and judgment shall enter against him; and (d) that such a judgment may issue 
without further notice.  
 
Section 5.2 
 
If the person receiving the notice required pursuant to Section 5.1 hereof does not either (a) pay the full amount 
of the fines, penalties, costs or fees without requesting a hearing, or (b) request a hearing as provided herein, 
within ten (10) days after the date of such notice, such person shall be deemed to have admitted liability and the 
tax collector shall certify such person's failure to respond to the chief hearing officer.  The chief hearing officer 
shall thereupon enter and assess the fines, penalties, costs or fees provided for by this ordinance and shall 
follow the procedure set forth herein below. 
 
Section 5.3 
 
Any person receiving a notice pursuant to Section 5.2 of this ordinance may request a hearing by mailing or 
delivering such request in writing to the chief hearing officer at the place designated within ten (10) days after 
the date of such notice.  The chief hearing officer shall promptly schedule a hearing and give notice of the date, 
time and place of such hearing to the person requesting it. Such hearing shall be held not less than fifteen (15) 
nor more than thirty (30) days from the date of the mailing of notice, provided the chief hearing officer shall 
grant reasonable request by any interested party for postponement or continuance upon good cause shown.  The 
presence of the policeman or issuing officer shall be required at the hearing if person requesting the hearing so 
requests.  If such person fails to appear at a hearing for which correct notice has been duly sent, the  presiding 
hearing officer may enter an assessment or default against him, in the amount of the fines, penalties, costs or 
fees provided for by the applicable parking ordinance section. 
 
Section 5.4 

 
The hearing officer presiding at any hearing convened in accordance with the provisions of this section shall 
announce his decision at the end of the hearing.  If he determines the person is not liable, he shall dismiss the 
matter and enter his determination in writing accordingly.  If he determines the person is liable for the violation, 
he shall forth with enter and assess the fines, penalties, costs or fees against such person as provided by this 
Ordinance.  If such assessment is not paid on date of its entry, the chief hearing officer shall send by first class 
mail a notice of assessment to the person found liable and shall file, not less than thirty (30) days nor more 
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twelve (12) months after such mailing, a certified copy of the notice of assessment with the Clerk of the 
Superior Court  

REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
62. ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 15, 1986) 
 
for the tenth geographical area, together with an entry fee of eight dollars ($8.00), or such other amount as may 
from time to time be required by law, and the request that said clerk enter judgment against such person in favor 
of the City of Groton as provided for in Section 7-152b of the Connecticut General Statutes. 
 
Section 5.5 
 
The person against whom an assessment has been entered in accordance with this Ordinance shall have such 
rights of appeal as may from time to time be granted by Section 7-152b of the Connecticut General Statutes, by 
Section 546a of the Rules of Practice for the Superior Court, or by other applicable law or regulation.  
 
Section 6.1 
 
The provisions of the Ordinance are severable and if any provision, sentence, subsection, word or part thereof is 
held illegal, invalid or unconstitutional, or inapplicable to any person or circumstance, such illegality, 
invalidity, unconstitutionality or inapplicability shall not affect or impair the remainder of this Ordinance or the 
application to other persons or circumstances. It is hereby declared to be the legislative intent that this 
ordinance would have been adopted if such illegal, invalid or unconstitutional part hereof had not been included 
herein, and if such person or circumstance to which this ordinance or part hereof if held inapplicable, had been 
specifically exempted herefrom. 
 
Initially approved: August 18, 1986 
Finally approved: September 15, 1986 
  

(SEE ATTACHED AMENDMENT) 
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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 
77. AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 62 CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE 

CITY OF GROTON 
(SEPTEMBER 3, 1991) 

 
The Ordinance Concerning the Parking of Vehicles in the City of Groton, adopted September 15, 1986, is 
hereby amended by striking Sections 4.3 and 4.4 and substituting therefore the following: 
 
Section 4.3 
 
The penalty to be paid pursuant to Sections 4.1 and 4.2 above for the violation of any provision of this 
ordinance shall be the sum of fifteen dollars ($15.00) per violation, provided however, that such payment is 
received by the specified City authority no later than one hundred twenty (120) hours from the time and date of 
the violation specified in said notice. If such payment is not received in such one hundred-twenty (120) hour 
period the penalty shall increase to the sum of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per violation. 
 
Section 4.4 
 
Any motor vehicle found parked in violation of any State Statute, or City of Groton Ordinance shall be towed, 
or immobilized, if such vehicle has parking liens against it in the amount of seventy-five dollars ($75.00) or 
more which have not been paid. Such vehicle may be immobilized in such a manner as to prevent its operation, 
except that no such vehicle shall be immobilized by any means other than by use of a device or other 
mechanism which will cause no damage to such vehicle unless it is moved when such device or mechanism is 
attached. 
 
In any case wherein a vehicle is immobilized pursuant to this section, the person immobilizing said vehicle shall 
cause to be placed upon such vehicle, in a conspicuous manner, notice sufficient to warn any individual to the 
effect that any attempt to move such vehicle with the device or mechanism in place will result in damage to the 
vehicle. 
 
The vehicle, if towed, shall be towed under the direction of a member of the City of Groton Police Department, 
to a public garage in the City of Groton, or if this is not possible to the next nearest public garage. 
 
Before the vehicle is released to the owner, towing storage charges shall be paid, and, all parking tickets owed 
to the City of Groton shall be paid. 
 
Any attempt to remove any immobilization device attached to a vehicle pursuant to this section shall be a 
violation of this section punishable by a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 
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REPEALED BY ORDINANCE #151 

78. AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE 62 CONCERNING THE PARKING OF VEHICLES IN THE 
CITY OF GROTON 

(SEPTEMBER 3, 1991) 
 
Effective date of this Amendment (Ordinance #77) shall be October 1, 1991. 
 
Initially approved: July 15, 1991 
Finally approved: September 3, 1991 
 
 

 
 
 


